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Farming/Ranching Hydro-Power Business Development

Our 410 mile stretch of the Roanoke River is facing issues 

which threaten its future!

Each one is dependent on an 

ample supply of clean water 

from the Roanoke River Basin.

Kerr Lake

Lake Gaston

Staunton River

Lower Roanoke

Dan River

Smith Mountain Lake

Banister River

Roanoke Rapids Lake

Virginia Beach

Recreation/Tourism



Uranium Mining & Milling

Coal Ash Storage

• Radon Dust

• Heavy Metal Sedimentation

• Ground Water Contamination

• Surface Water Contamination  

• Inter basin transfers

• Water Allocation Requests

• Improper  Municipal Growth 

Increased Water Demands

Destruction of Aquatic Habitat

• Pollution  & Poor Land Use

• Hydrilla (exotic species)



Four Key Questions

What does RRBA 

involvement mean ?

Protecting & Preserving

the 410 miles of the 

Roanoke River Basin 

What have we done to 

Respond to these ?

What else must be 

done?

What if we do nothing 

else ?
Uranium Mining Threat

Coal Ash Contamination 

Water Demand  or Flood 

Control

Aquatic Habitat



Exploring 

Consequences
Threats 1. What have we done to respond 

to these threats ?

-Major  Stakeholder recognition , e.g. 
Flood Control  (Quasi  Run of  River) 

-Education and Research

-Public Relations  and Lobbying

-Organized Coalitions and Alliances

-Legal  Action

Decrease



Exploring Consequences (2)

2. What if we do nothing else?Threat

-Water Supply Shortages

-Public Water Contamination

-Adverse Effect to Agriculture and  

Eco Tourism (Fishing & Wildlife)

-Adverse Life Style Change for 

residents

-Eco-System DestructionIncrease



Exploring Consequences (3)

What Else Must be Done ?Threats

Decrease

-Support & enhance programs aimed at 

proper use of  Basin resources. Example, 

Upper Reach Program <upperreach.com>.

-Raise the funds required to administer the 

RRBA and carry out mission and purpose.

-Continue monitoring and involvement in 

activities threatening basin residents and 

the eco-system. 



Where are our Funds & Time Expended

• Uranium mining and milling threat

• Dan River Coal Ash Spill & Coal Ash Issue –Duke Intervention Law 
Suit

• Inter-Basin Transfer Requests

• Resource Enhancement –Upper Reach Program, Eco-System 
Assessment, i.e., Use and Value of Basin Resources 

• Public Relations & Lobbying

• Monitoring Activities –Water Testing

• Office Expenses & Administrative Costs

All These RRBA activities are performed on a 98% voluntary basis 

by dedicated citizens



How Do We Move Forward ?

The

Road

Ahead

A United Effort from all

Stakeholders

-Non Profits

-Local governments

-Civic Organizations

-Regional Governments

-State & Federal Agencies

-Business & Medical Ind. 

Passionate Commitment to

Protecting the Roanoke Basin

-Wise use of water resources

-Preserve & enhance the 

Roanoke River Basin

-Galvanize public support

-Educate the public

-Encourage volunteerism

-Focus on youth education & 

involvement  



Continuing Forward 
The

Road

Ahead

- Understand that doing nothing else is not an option.

-- Continue to build on past efforts and successes.

- Focus on new issues and challenges as they occur

Actions

The Roanoke River Basin Association is comprised of 

stakeholders along the 410 mile stretch of the Roanoke River. 
Who

The primary focus of the RRBA is to ensure an ample supply of 

clean water supply now and for future generations of the 

residents of the basin and its visitors. 
What



REQUIREMENTWhat’s Required ? 

Your membership and Support

Visit  <rrba.org>


